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whole world more and more into a single industrial
organism. English workmen are labouring to satisfy
the wants of other human beings in every quarter of
the world; while Chinese, and Africans, and Euro-
peans, and Americans are also labouring to satisfy
theirs. This vast and almost inconceivably complex
machinery has grown up in the main unconsciously,
or, at least, with a very imperfect anticipation of
the ultimate results, by the independent efforts
of innumerable inventors, and speculators, and
merchants, and manufacturers, each of them
intent, as a rule, only upon his own immediate
profits and the interests of the little circle with which
he is in immediate contact. The theory is not, I
suppose, that this gigantic system of mutual inter-
dependence should be abolished or restricted, but
that it should be carried on consciously, with definite
and intelligible purpose, and in such a way as to
promote the interests of every fraction of society.
The whole organism should resemble one worked by
a single brain, instead of representing the resultant
of a multitude of distracted and conflicting forces.
The difficulties are obvious enough, nor need I dwell
upon them here. I will not inquire whether it does
not suppose something like omniscience in the new
industrial leaders; and whether the restless and
multifarious energy now displayed in discovering